
Ballogie Nursery and Finzean Primary School 

Session 2014 - 15 

Newsletter, Term 1, week 4. 

Dear all,  

Welcome 

The new school year has begun, and I can’t believe it’s week 4 already… Apologies for the delay on this 

first newsletter – it’s been a bit busy. I hope our yearly timetable helped with keeping you informed. 

There are a few minor changes so a fresh copy will be with you presently.   

We must welcome our new P1/2 teacher, Mrs Long, who has joined us from Moray.  And welcome back 

to all the other members of staff who help make Finzean the fantastic place it is.  We also must welcome 

the new P1 pupils who have settled so well into school life. 

Trips: 

P5-7 

Ms Cramond’s class is currently learning a bit about politics, Britain and the referendum and is keen to 

take her class on a (long) trip to the Scottish Parliament buildings in Edinburgh. This has been booked for 

the 10th December. Further details will follow. The Parent Forum have agreed to pay the bus for this trip, 

so thank you all for that. 

A wonderful opportunity has arisen for P5-7 to also join in a real live archaeological dig at Crathes 

Castle, and although they are not covering a history topic at the moment, it seemed too good to be missed. 

This is on Thursday 9th October and sounds really interesting. If you are interested, I believe the local 

community can also participate at the weekends. Use this link to learn more. 

http://www.archaeologyscotland.org.uk/events/dig-day-crathes-castle 

P3/4 

P3/4 pupils are learning about Farming this term and are looking for any farmers who have a little bit of 

time, to come in and talk to them about life as a farmer. If you can help, please get in touch. A visit to a 

local farm would be fantastic too. 

Fund Raising: 

Coffee Morning  

Macmillan Cancer Support has been supported by the school for a number of years and we will be 

holding our Coffee Morning in school, on Friday 26th September from 10 am.  The P4-7 class will be 

organizing this event and have shared that the theme is Spies, Secret Agents and Police. Time to start 

thinking of your costumes… 

Rag Bags 

Our next collection date is also on Friday 26th September, so when you join us for the coffee morning, 

please remember to bring along your unwanted fabric items. Please do not include duvets or pillows. 

http://www.archaeologyscotland.org.uk/events/dig-day-crathes-castle


Other fabric items and shoes and bags are acceptable. Please ensure the items are in a plastic bag. The box 

will be set up in the shelter the week of the collection.  

Morrison’s Vouchers: 

We are collecting the Morrison’s vouchers this term, they are available from now until the end of 

October, so please get collecting. The collection box is at reception. 

Evening Express Vouchers: 

This month only, we (Aberdeenshire Schools) are competing with Aberdeen City Schools to try to collect 

the most vouchers for a share in the £15,000 pot of money. This will go towards sports resources for the 

cluster which can be borrowed from a central point. Shona Park will coordinate the decisions. 

QIO visit and Re-inspection: 

Next Wednesday, 17th September, the school will be welcoming 3 Quality Improvement Officers into 

school to assess how we are doing. This is a bit stressful for the teachers but very important to ensure we 

are ready for the re-inspection which is to happen on the 1st and 2nd of December. This is an opportunity 

to show what we have done to improve the teaching and learning in the school, and will give us an 

indication as to what we can continue to improve. A group of parents will be required to come along and 

speak with the Officers. If you are available to join us at school at 11am, please let me know by return. 

Nursery parents will also be asked to meet with someone, I think perhaps towards the end of the session, 

at around 11.30 at the Nursery. 

Eco Week: 

We are having our first of a few theme weeks next week, where the normal curriculum is being offered 

but with an Eco theme. Pupils from the committee will be offering daily lunchtime activities for pupils to 

opt into, all with an Eco theme. If you can help/donate items/come to the litter pick or the garden tidy up, 

please do. A timetable of events is below. P1/2 and Nursery are organizing a Book Swap – if your child 

has one or two unwanted books, bring them in and swap them for a ‘new’ one. P5-7 will be working out 

the carbon footprint of the school and P3/4 will use the litter to make graphs as part of their Maths work. 

We won’t have Golden time as such on the 17th September, but we would be keen for any parent to 

come in to a class at some point through the week and share an Eco activity – simply get in touch, the 

more the merrier. 

Day  am lunchtime pm 

Monday 15th Apple tasting 

9.15 P1/2, 10.00 P3/4 

11.00 P5-7 

Bird Feeders  

Tuesday 16th Book Swap 

P1/2 and Nursery 

9.45 - P3/4, 10.15 - P5-7 

Wind Chimes  

Wednesday 17th  

(Science and Music 

specialists) 

Bird Food  

 

(No Golden Time) 

Thursday 

18th 

Litter Pick 

Nursery and P1-7 

9.30am start 

Glass Jars 

 

 

Assembly/ Eco share 

Friday 

19th 

Nursery Garden Tidy/ 

Action Day 

 

Fish on a Stick School Garden  

Tidy/ Action Day 

Spare Clothes Required 



 

Community Litter Pick: 

All nursery and school pupils will be going on a community litter pick on Thursday 18 th September, as 

part of the Eco Week activities. We will need parent helpers aplenty – so please let us know if you can 

help. Nursery will be run from the school while the nursery building is used as a Polling Station that day. 

Allergies: 

One of our pupils has a nut allergy and to this end can we please ask parents to avoid nut products at 

lunch times and break times. Thank you. 

Photos: 

We have booked Logan Sangster from Deeside Photographics to come and take pictures of the pupils 

from Finzean Primary and Ballogie Nursery and their siblings on Thursday 2nd October at 9.30am, in 

perfect time for Christmas pressies.  A form will follow shortly, where you can choose what photographs 

you would like taken. 

Mornings:  

May I remind all parents that pupils should not be arriving at school before 8.55am as there is an 

Aberdeenshire policy that states no child should arrive until 20 minutes before the start of the school day 

at the very earliest. There is always a member of staff on hand in the morning in case of emergency or 

any arising issues, but the playground is not manned in the mornings. 

 Library: 

Pupils will be given the opportunity to take out library books on a Monday morning this year. Please 

encourage your child to take part. If there are books they are keen to see but we don’t have, they should 

write the name down and pass to me – I will endeavour to get them in.  

Running: 

A running club is being offered to pupils from P4-7 on Thursdays after school. This is an excellent 

opportunity provided by Ms Cramond and Mrs Christie. Please fill in the form if your child is interested – 

it’s never too late to join. 

We have actioned a Netball court to be painted on the tar in front of the shelter shed. This will pop up 

shortly. Although we have Netball goals, these are tired and a little unstable, so may need replacing at 

some point.  We hope to have an after school netball group in the future. 

Correspondence bags/Book bags: 

All pupils should have a blue book bag for their reading and library books and their homework jotters and 

will also have a plastic correspondence bag for letters and other items to be given to the teacher or office.  

Correspondence files should be placed in the tray in class daily and given back out at the end of the day.  

If yours is lost, please advise the office and we will issue a new one.  Any correspondence from school or 

canteen will be put in the plastic wallet, so please check your child’s bag regularly.  

With regard to Mrs Mortimer’s letters, when she adds a letter to a bag, the amount due is the amount on 

that day. So if it takes time to notice or find the letter, the child will be due another £2 per day after that 

date. 

 



Christmas Cards: 

Keep an eye out for the Christmas card your child will design – they will be arriving in September and 

orders must reach the school before 3rd October. Mrs Byers is coordinating this as always.  

Golden Time Volunteers: 

Our next block of 3 weeks for Golden Time will commence on Wednesday 24th September, and run for 

three weeks. Please come and join us – it is so important to give the pupils the best choices we can and a 

great opportunity to come in and work with the pupils. 

Many thanks and best regards, 

Dawn Lobban 

Please use this tear-off slip to provide feedback on the newsletter, ideas for future development or the 

work of the school. We always aim to listen and respond to all feedback. 

Comment: 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed:  ___________________________________    Child: ________________________________ 


