
Finzean School and Ballogie Nursery  

Parent Forum Meeting 

Monday 18th February 2013 7:00pm @ Finzean Farm Shop 

 

Attending: Dawn Lobban 

Andrew Farquharson, Heather Cowie, Catriona Tanner, Jane Bennett, Jane 

Douglas, Stuart Gordon, Susan Anderson, Wendy Hector, Jacqui Chapman, , 

Kate Farquarson, Fiona Carter, Mel Shand, Helen Bilsby, Claudia Paterson, 

Moira Aitken, Karen Bradburn, Stuart Christie. 

 

Apologies: Linda Byers, Liz Clarke, Tracy Jamieson, Hazel Strachan, Lucy Niblock, , Diane 

Gordon 

 

1.0   Welcome and Apologies 

 

1.1 AF welcomes everyone to the meeting and in particular welcomes Mrs Dawn 

 Lobban to Finzean School and to our meetings.  

  

  

1.2 AF asks for the last minutes to be approved. Mel Shand approves, Claudia 

 Paterson seconds. 

 

2.0 Treasurers Report 

 

2.1 HC confirms that the Burns Supper raised £1,205 and the Christmas Fayre made 

 £2,300. We now have £5,600 in the bank which is the most we have had for some

 time.  

2.2 HC wishes to check whether old records of the accounts, dating back some 

 years, are required for Tax purposes. DL / CT to check. 

 

2.3 HC suggests a 'thank you' letter goes out to all in the community that have 

 helped us raise so much money to show our appreciation. CT suggests that 

 perhaps the pupils could write a/some letters directly. DL agrees and it was 

 agreed HC/CT will draw up a list of all those to whom a letter should be 

 addressed. The letters will be addressed to individuals.  

 DL will organize the writing of the letters by the children. 

 

 

3.0 Headteachers Report 

 

3.1 DL thanks everyone for making her so welcome at the school and nursery. 

3.2 Learning Visit - The school got a good report but there are a few points to work 

 on and they are being addressed. The nursery had a report of 'very good' in all 

 five areas, which is a great achievement.  Education Scotland are visiting the 

 nursery in March to view their good practices. 

3.3 Nursery water issues - these have hopefully been resolved. 



3.4 The 'Spring Show' - the school have been given a slot to visit the show on 27th 

 February. It will only be P4-7 pupils as this is the policy of the organizers. Transport 

 has also been organized and paid for. 

3.5 DL confirms there is a Cross Country event to be held in Aberdeen in March open 

 to P5-7 pupils. A letter will be sent out with details shortly. 

3.6 The school will be having an 'Open Afternoon' on Friday 1st March 2:30 - 3:30pm. 

 DL requests that parents notify bus drivers if they are taking their children home 

 themselves after this. 

3.7 Parent Interviews will be held on 12th and 14th March. 

3.8 DL confirms that the School Reports will be issued a little later , around 13th May, 

 this year due to the  Easter Holidays and her recent appointment. 

3.9 DL reports that the teacher In-Service days were very productive, looking at the 

 new Active Maths scheme and visiting Logie Coldstone school who have  already 

 implemented the scheme.  

3.10 The P6 + P7 pupils showed interest in attending the Annual Rotary Quiz on 9th 

 March. This is to be organized. 

3.11 Homework policy - A meeting will be arranged this term and any interested 

 parents please get in touch with the school. 

3.12 The pupils have reported through the pupil parliament that the Boys toilets are in 

 very bad condition and have asked that they be refurbished. DL has 

 contacted the council regarding this. 

3.13 Painting of playhouse and playground- the children have also requested that 

 the house be painted. Parents requested to help out. Mel Shand/Maree 

 Christie/Claudia Paterson have volunteered. 

 Hopscotch to be painted in school playground and also Nursery playground  

 markings to be refreshed. Parent Forum will pay for new paints as required. 

3.14 DL also suggested that the Sensory Garden area on the south side of the school 

 be developed as funding is available but parent helpers requested to make 

 applications and help with work. Heather Cowie / Fiona Carter / Jacqui 

 Chapman / Jane Douglas offered to help. 

3.15 Eco-Schools - There will be the annual re-visit from the inspectors. It may require us 

 to revive Eco schemes within the school to be able to retain our Eco School 

 status. Jane Bennett and Karen Bradburn offered to help with this. 

3.16 Rights Respecting Schools scheme - DL has confirmed we are taking part in this 

 scheme which fosters good behaviour and respect for all. The school has  applied 

 for the first stage. 

3.17 School Panto Visit –  DL confirmed that 110 tickets had been reserved for the 

 2013 panto visit. AF clarifies that the PF will have to vote at the AGM for one of 

 three options- 

1 The Parent Forum pay for all of the expenses 

2 The Parent Forum subsidizes the trip i.e. pay for part of it. 

3 The parents each pay for their own child to attend. 

 

3.18 DL reports that there are a lack of computers for the children and strongly  requests 

 that the Parent Forum help with this. Approximately eight, laptops  ideally, would 

 be needed to allow one computer between two pupils in class. 

 It was discussed that perhaps de-commissioned laptops may be available 

 from companies who were upgrading their hardware. All agreed that an  'Appeal' 



 be made through the Parent Forum and local community forums for used / nearly 

 new laptops.  

3.19 GLOW - The online community for Scottish schools - all children will be issued with 

 an email address for this. 

3.20 HC noted that on Northsound 1 there were grants available for local schools. HC  to 

 investigate. 

 

4.0 Fundraising 

 

4.1 Finzean School Biathlon Series 

 HC confirms that the third event will take place on Saturday 9th March and will 

 be followed by a Disco with an 80's theme. 

 

4.2 Casino Night –AF confirms that he has contacted Westhill Rotary are happy to help 

 with this for a small fee. We would set the price and charge for tickets and each 

 purchaser would get chips to spend at the tables. They set up and run the tables 

 and we would have to organize a disco or entertainment later. AF  suggests a 

 Bond theme. Two dates suggested were 5th October and 16th November. CT to 

 check these dates with the hall and AF to check with rotary. 

 All at the meeting voted and it was agreed to make this a no-kids event. 

 

4.3 Sponsored Bike Ride - all were in general agreement that this should be 

 repeated. It was discussed that this could take place on Sunday 26th May 2013 

 possibly with a BBQ afterwards. 

 

5.0  A.O.C.B. 

 

5.1 JB requested that any pictures of recent events please be sent to her for  inclusion 

 on the school website. 

 

 POST MEETING NOTE - Mrs Lobban confirmed 25.02.2013 that all parents signed 

 the approvals for photos to be used on the website. However, if anyone has a 

 query  about this please get in touch with the school. 

 

5.2  AF wanted to say well done to the football teams who both played well 

 especially the A team. 

 

5.3 POOT - MS wished to remind all about the upcoming POOT events on 28th March 

 Theatre night—Watching Bluebottles and 21st April - Theatre night– I spy Mrs Preey. 

 A film night is to be confirmed and Les Miserables will be shown in November. 

 

5.4 Skiing trip - It was discussed if it was possible to get the children out for skiing lessons 

 or a day trip. Grants may be available to help with this. FC suggests Huntly Nordic 

 centre may help with Cross Country Skiing - FC to check.  

 Aberdeen Ski and Snowsports Centre also run group events where for XXXXXX 

 children can have a lesson and assistance is provided with transport. HC to 

 investigate this. 

 



 It was agreed unanimously that the PF would pay for a skiing trip for all school 

 children. 

 

5.5 KB notes that free golf lessons are available to P5-7 children at Aboyne Golf Club 

 and lessons may be available to younger children too. If interested get in touch 

 directly. 

 

6.0 NEXT MEETING MONDAY 29TH FEBRUARY AT FINZEAN FARM SHOP AT 7:00PM. 

 

 NOTE - Thank you to Finzean Farm shop for hosting our meeting and providing 

 refreshments! 

 

 

Calendar 2013 - School fundraising events in bold! 
 

Friday 1st March   2:30 - 3:30pm  Open Afternoon 

 

Saturday 9th March  1:00pm-3:00pm 3rd Winter Dualthlon 

Saturday 9th March  7:00pm  Duathlon Disco - 80's theme 

 

Tuesday 12th March  TBC   Parent Interviews 

 

Thursday 14th March TBC   Parent Interviews 

 

Thursday 28th March  7:00pm  POOT Theatre night—Watching Bluebottles 

 

Sunday 21st April  7:00pm  POOT Theatre night– I spy Mrs Preey 

 

Monday 29th April   7:00pm  Parent Forum Meeting - Finzean Farm Shop 

 

Sat 18th May   1:00pm   Ballogie Community Duck Race and BBQ 

 

Sunday 26th May  TBC   Sponsored Bike Ride 

 

Saturday 16th November 7:00pm  Casino Night 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


