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Summary of Environmental Review 

Completed 22nd Jan 2015
Litter 
Children didn’t feel there was much of a litter problem at the school.  They enjoyed taking part in the Community Litter Picks.  Some things that we need to take action on are:

· Pupils are enthusiastic about the litter patrol, but really need to be reminded about when to do the rota.  Perhaps there could be a designated member of staff who could remind them each week to do the litter patrol and bird feeding rotas.

· Children would like litter bins on the pitch and at the back of the school.  

Waste Minimisation
The children felt that we were using some recycled items in school.  They were happy that we are making compost that is used in the school garden, and that information to parents is sent home by email rather than on paper.  Some things that could be improved are:

· Have bins or containers for recycling a greater range of items

· Try to use both sides of paper

· Encourage the council to buy recycled items

· Reduce photocopying

· Have a bin in the dining hall for recycling food waste

Transport
Most children travelled on school transport, or were able to walk or cycle to school on the footpath that was partly organised by the school 4 years ago.  Some things that could be improved are:
· An opening in the wall around the school opposite the end of the footpath with a gate so that the children can access the footpath without going on the main road.

· Carry out another traffic survey

· Have a walk to school week – this is organised and planned for later in the year

Biodiversity
The children felt we are making good progress with our Biodiversity topic.  We have set up an Eco club and have plans to make bird food, bug and bat boxes, and a bug hotel.  We are feeding the birds regularly.  Things that we need to improve are:

· Although there is a bird feeding rota, pupils would like help with feeding the birds and suggested that they would like a designated member of staff to remind them whose turn it is to feed the birds.

· Children would like more opportunities to interact with nature and would like to organise a biodiversity day where they can look at different types of animals and plants

· The children would like to plant some wildflowers

· The children would like somewhere quite where they can sit and watch wildlife.  Perhaps the small garden could be turned into a wildlife garden?
Energy

Some things that could be looked at include:
· Children don’t know what the school’s energy performance rating is

· Being more careful to switch off electrical equipment

· Close blinds every night

· Some of the windows are very draughty.   Get windows checked.

· See about getting shelves above the radiators and reflector panels fitted

Water
Children are happy that we have a water butt and use the water for watering plants.  Things to work on include:

· Children didn’t know if there was a water meter in school, and so haven’t ever recorded water usage

· They were very interested in putting water bag “Hippos” in the cistern to save water.  

· Children felt that they needed some additional education on how to save water in school.  

Sustaining our World

There are quite a few areas that we still need to cover in this topic, such as becoming a fairtrade school, taking part in Rights Respecting School Initiative, calculating the schools global footprint, supporting global environmental charities, and setting up a link with schools in another country to discuss environmental issues.
Food and the Environment
Pupils are happy that they get to grow fruit and veg in their house planters.  Areas that could be improved include:

· Teachers need to remind pupils about collecting litter and recording how much there is

· Pupils want to collect canteen food waste and compost it. There are compost bins, but the compost isn’t used.
· Pupils want to learn where their school food comes from

· Pupils want more Eco time – 1 hour per week for the whole school.

Health and Wellbeing

Pupils are happy with the healthier tuck shop.  Things to improve include:

· Develop a healthy eating policy in particular develop policies for healthy packed lunches and snacks

School Grounds                 
Children are happy with the school grounds.  Areas that could be improved are:

· Children would like to spend more time having lessons outside
General Points
· Children would like to do more Eco work in class

· Work should include the whole school, not just the Eco Committee 

· Newsletter to be sent to other community groups for display, and perhaps emailed to others in the community.

· Pupils wanted to be involved more in community events

· Children would like somewhere comfortable to sit outside, undercover
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