What are we doing in nursery over the next few weeks? 

(April 2017)

Our Theme is ‘Life Cycles of Butterflies & Frogs’ 
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Welcome back to the final term of the academic year and we hope you have all had a great break over Easter.  We would like to welcome our new starts, Arran, Charlotte and Elise, and their families, and we hope they will be very happy at Ballogie Nursery.  
As spring time approaches and the nicer weather appears, our Monday outdoor days will be focused around doing lots of planting and reviving of the outside garden areas. We will make up a “Planting and Gardening Big Book” recording what we would like to find out about plants and about the different ways they grow and develop.
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A part of our garden we need to revive is the Bug Mansion (a garden habitat to attract beneficial insects and bugs). We are looking for a few parents to help us to deconstruct and reconstruct the Bug Mansion. If you are willing to help please let one of the staff know. We would also like to sow seeds around the Nursery to help attract butterflies and bees. If you have any ideas on the best types of plants to use or the best area to plant these seeds, once again please let one of the staff know. 

Before we broke up for the Easter term the children had been studying pets. We looked at what makes a good pet, what a pet needs to grow and develop, what they do each day, where they live and who is responsible for caring for them. During the topic a few of the children said they thought that other creatures such as caterpillars, tadpoles and frogs would make good pets. We began comparing the difference between pets and small creatures. This has led us on to our new topic of the ‘Life Cycle of Butterflies’.  We will then extend this to include the ‘Life Cycle of Frogs’ as we continue to study the tadpoles.
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As an introduction to the topic we discussed  what the children know about butterflies and began a new floor book. We then started reading “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” by Eric Carle.  We will look at and study the 4 stages of the butterfly cycle – egg, caterpillar, cocoon and butterfly. We will be doing lots of art and craft work connected to the story and butterfly life cycle.  We will also have lots of stories, songs and rhymes.  We also hope to watch real caterpillars develop into butterflies and then to release them into our garden. 
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We will then go on to look at the life cycle of frogs (hopefully by then our tadpoles will have started to grow legs!). Again, through stories and also reference books we will study the life cycle – frog spawn, tadpoles, froglets and frogs.  We will continue to study our tadpoles as they develop, recording their progress in our floor book.
 We will look at developing a better understanding of phonics through the Jolly Phonics sounds and will be learning b for butterfly and then l for lifecycle.  We will be learning the b and l jingle together with the actions and the sounds.  The children will think about names and words beginning with Bb and Ll.  We will also be practising our b and l shapes in the playdough, sand and as rainbow letters.  
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At “together time” we will continue sharing our Weekend or Special News.  We will also share things we have learned, art and craft work as well as lots of stories and rhymes about caterpillars, butterflies, tadpoles and frogs.  
To develop and extend this topic with your child you could: 
· Visit a garden centre and look at plants that attract butterflies. 
· Help your child to look for butterflies in and around your garden.

· Record and enjoy the Cairngorms Biodiversity. (www.spanglefish.com/CairngormsBiodiversity).

· Look at home and/or visit the library and find Butterfly and Frog fact and fiction books.  

· With your child cut out butterfly and frog pictures from brochures and magazines.   Stick these pictures on our Home Link Wall. 

· Looking at a Nursery Rhyme Book, find as many rhymes as you can with a planting and/or gardening theme.  
Sponsored Walk

WELL DONE EVERYONE 
We are really pleased to say that we have exceeded all expectations and have raised a WHOPPING GREAT TOTAL of £137.50 for ACTION FOR CHILDREN. A great achievement I’m sure you will all agree. 

Thank you once again for your support.
